RNCM Percussion Audition Requirements
One round only, approximately 30 minutes with 30 minutes warm up.

Undergraduate

Tuned: own choice piece, at least Grade 8 level
Timpani: choose and prepare one of the following pieces from the Associated Board Grade 8 list:

Modern Times

Tchaikovsky Plus 

Waltz Variations

Snare Drum: choose and prepare one of the following pieces from the Associated Board Grade 8 list:

Sicilienne

Scheherazadia

Sight reading may be given on any instrument

Postgraduate

Candidates will be asked to play one piece of their own choice on each of the following instruments:

Tuned Percussion

Timpani

Snare Drum

The level of difficulty should be comparable to that of the pieces played in the candidate's final undergraduate degree recital.

The following orchestral repertoire excerpts should also be prepared for the audition:

Tuned:
Dukas: Sorcerer's Apprentice

Gershwin: Porgy & Bess

Kabalevsky: Colas Breugnon

Snare Drum: Prokofiev: Lieutenant Kijé

Rimsky-Korsakov: Scheherazade

Suppé: Pique Dame

Timpani: 
Beethoven: Symphony No. 7 (mvts. 1 and 4)  

Stravinsky: Rite of Spring (Danse Sacrale)

Instruments provided for percussionists
Timpani: four Adams Symphonic Timpani (32", 29", 26", 23") with Renaissance heads. These drums have Premier-type pedals and the tuning gauges on the drums may be disabled for the audition. Candidates may tune from a tuning fork or take an A from the marimba.
Snare Drum: a snare drum will be provided, but candidates may bring their own drum if they wish.
Tuned: the instruments normally available will be a 4.3 octave Concorde marimba (fixed height), a 5-octave Yamaha marimba (fixed height) and a 4-octave Adams xylophone (adjustable height). A piano will not be available for accompaniment. A Yamaha vibraphone will be an option for postgraduate auditions.

Auditions by Recording

International students who are unable to attend a live audition can send a recording (DVD-R preferred) instead. You should record the pieces which you would have performed at a live audition.

