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WELCOME
One of the most popular events we 
stage here during the year, RNCM 
Saxophone Day is the UK’s largest 
annual sax gathering. We throw open 
our doors and welcome players of 
all ages and abilities and present 
a day jam-packed with participatory 
workshops and concerts, alongside a 
large trade exhibition.

We kick off the proceedings - and give 
everyone the chance to play - with 
the now legendary Massed Saxophone 
Orchestra. This year, guests Leo van 
Oostrom, collector and pioneer of the 
classical and jazz saxophone in The 
Netherlands, and Erik-Jan de With give 
a tribute concert to the inventor of 
the saxophone. We welcome back Emma 
McPhilemy, recent graduate from the 
RNCM’s International Artist Diploma, 
to give a spotlight solo recital. 

We continue to support the many 
youth saxophone groups from across 
the UK by inviting the High Wycombe 
Music Centre Saxophone Choir to give 
a pre-concert performance. The day’s 
headline concert sees the UK première 
of a ground-breaking new collaborative 
project between Rotterdam-based Artvark 
Saxophone Quartet and Manchester-based 
Apollo Saxophone Quartet.

From the very earliest repertoire 
written for the instrument to the 
contemporary solo saxophone genre 
and the most up-to-date genre-merging 
collaboration, this year’s Saxophone 
Day promises to be another captivating 
and stimulating event. We hope you 
can join us.

Rob Buckland, Andy Scott 
artistic directors

Sponsored by

10am – 11.30am // RNCM Concert Hall

MASSED SAXOPHONE 
ORCHESTRA
The day begins with our popular 
massed playing session, which is 
open to players of all saxophone 
instruments. Parts will be available 
for all levels, including easier 
parts for less experienced players, 
and we’ll have help on hand from RNCM 
students. Bring your instruments 
along and join in! 

Admission for Day Ticket holders only

12pm – 1.15pm // Various Venues

WORKSHOP 
SESSIONS I
A varied set of workshops and playing 
sessions on a wide range of topics, 
including improvisation, playing by 
ear, ensemble playing and more.

For full details, please visit the 
RNCM website. 

Admission for Day Ticket holders only

2.15pm – 3.15pm // RNCM Concert Hall

A TRIBUTE TO 
ADOLPHE SAX
Guest artists Leo van Oostrom and 
Erik-Jan de With, alongside the RNCM 
Saxophone Orchestra, give a tribute 
concert to the inventor of the 
saxophone, Adolphe Sax. Featuring 
original Adolphe Sax, C melody, 
Grafton & Swanee saxophones, the 
programme will include some of the 
earliest music written for saxophone 
as well as music by the great 
saxophone virtuoso Rudy Wiedoft.  

Tickets £10

with Barnes & 
Mullins Ltd



3.45pm – 5pm // Various Venues

WORKSHOP 
SESSIONS II
For full details, please visit the 
RNCM website.

Admission for Day Ticket holders only

3.45pm – 5pm // Carole Nash Recital Room

THE HISTORICAL 
SAXOPHONE
Following on from this afternoon’s 
recital, Leo van Oostrom, Erik-Jan 
de With and students from the RNCM 
will give a fascinating historical 
overview and demonstration of various 
instruments from Leo’s collection 
of over 160 saxophones, including a 
quartet of Adolphe Sax saxophones 
from the 1860s.

Admission for Day Ticket holders only

6pm – 6.30pm // RNCM Concert Hall

SPOTLIGHT 
RECITAL WITH 
EMMA MCPHILEMY
RNCM alumna and international soloist 
Emma McPhilemy gives a recital with 
pianist Philip Sharp. 

William Albright Sonata for 
alto saxophone and piano
Andy Scott MHP for alto saxophone 
and piano

Tickets £8

7pm – 8.15pm // RNCM Concert Hall

APOLLO-ARTVARK
The Apollo Saxophone Quartet and 
Artvark Saxophone Quartet join 
together for this ground-breaking 
project; all players writing 
and improvising, collectively 
drawing on influences from the past 
and present to shape the sonic 
experience of the future. Original 
compositions from all members 
of the group offer a huge range 
of styles and sounds, blending 
together to make a cohesive whole. 

Following the launch of the 
Apollo/Artvark CD in Holland 
in March this year, the project 
is now brought to life in 
performance.

Apollo Saxophone Quartet
Rob Buckland soprano saxophone
Carl Raven alto saxophone
Andy Scott tenor saxophone
Jim Fieldhouse baritone saxophone

Artvark Saxophone Quartet
Rolf Delfos alto saxophone
Bart Wirtz alto saxophone
Mete Erker tenor saxophone
Peter Broekhuizen baritone saxophone 

Tickets £15

+
6.30pm // Concourses

PRE-CONCERT 
PERFORMANCE
HIGH WYCOMBE MUSIC CENTRE 
SAXOPHONE CHOIR
We’re delighted to welcome the High 
Wycombe Music Centre Saxophone Choir 
- a dynamic, award-winning youth group 
directed by RNCM graduate Katie Brown - 
to give a pre-concert performance.

Free admission, no ticket required



BOOKING
Full Day Ticket £36 
(covers admission to all RNCM 
Saxophone Day events) 

Student/Under-18s £18 

Concessions are available for the 
individual performances listed within 
this leaflet. 

Admission to workshops with Day 
Ticket only 

HOW TO BOOK
In person  RNCM Box Office, 
           124 Oxford Road, 
           Manchester M13 9RD

By phone   0161 907 5555

Online     www.rncm.ac.uk 
(individual event tickets only)

For enquiries about the 
Massed Saxophone Orchestra or 
Workshop Sessions, please email 
info@rncm.ac.uk

HOW TO FIND US/PARKING
For the latest information about 
public transport and parking options, 
plus a map of how to find us, please 
visit www.rncm.ac.uk/visit

FOOD AND DRINK
On Saxophone Day, the Café is open 
from 8am – 7.30pm for breakfast, 
sandwiches, snacks and drinks. Hot 
food is served from 12-2pm and 5-7pm. 
Our Concert Bar is open from 1pm 
until 11pm. 

Box Office 0161 907 5555
www.rncm.ac.uk/saxophoneday

TRADE EXHIBITION
In between events, don’t forget to check out our extensive trade fair, 
where you can pick up anything from sheet music to reeds, from small 
accessories to brand new instruments. Our exhibition will feature stalls 
from Barnes and Mullins Ltd, D’Addario, Henri Selmer Paris, Howarth of 
London, John Packer Ltd, June Emerson Wind Music, Steve Crow Saxophone 
Repairs, Windstruments Ltd, Yamaha, plus more to be confirmed on the day.

/rncmlive @rncmlive @rncmvoice


